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Thursday, May 12, 2011 

4:30 – 5:00 - Registration 

5:00 – 5:15 - Welcoming Remarks 

Melanie Nimmo, Assistant Professor, and Dr. Michael Weinrath, Professor and Chair, Department of 

Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

Session 1 

5:15- 6:30 – CANADIAN COURTS:  CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES 

CHAIR: Dr. Richard Jochelson, Associate Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of 

Winnipeg 

 

Remorse and Reconciliation in the Courtroom: An Exploratory Survey of Judicial Discourse on 

Apologies 

 

Neil Funk-Unrau, Program Coordinator, Conflict Resolution Studies,  

Menno Simons College, Winnipeg 

 

An apology provides a basic acknowledgement of a wrongdoing and a personal and moral assessment of 

that wrongdoing, in a form that facilitates rehabilitation of the speaker and potentially a degree of 

restoration of relations between speaker and hearer.   The purpose of this paper is to examine the 

apology process from the vantage point of the discourse surrounding its use within the Canadian 

courtroom.  The paper describes the result of an exploratory survey within Canadian legal databases of 

court rulings and judicial decisions made in Canadian national and provincial courts between 1992 and 

2005 to locate and analyze significant  judicial references to the role of apologies in acknowledging 

wrongdoing, expressing responsibility and remorse for the wrongdoing, committing to changed behavior 

and providing reparation.  An examination of judicial discourse about apologies highlights the ambiguity 

of a seemingly simple process that can be seen as either an example of restorative justice, an expression 

of self-rehabilitation or as a cynical ploy to mitigate compensation costs.   

 

Drug Treatment Courts:  Alternative to Custody or Pathway to More Prison? 

Sarah Lumsden, Honours Student, and Dr. Michael Weinrath, Professor and Chair, Department of 

Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

Drug treatment courts have been on the scene in Canada since the late 1990‟s.  Critics of this 

“therapeutic justice” form have suggested that it coerces treatment and high failure rates result in 

higher, not lower custody rates.  The Winnipeg Drug Treatment Court (WDTC) has completed just over 

five years of client service (January 2006 – March 2011).  Our paper provides a summary of program 

outcomes including success in accessing the target population, graduation rates, discharge rates, court 

outcomes, recidivism rates and gives client graduate feedback on the program and their lives after 



completion.  The evaluation uses quantitative data from official records such as client file data, court 

records, criminal history and corrections data.  The study also incorporates qualitative findings from in-

depth interviews of 23 DC graduates. This year we are able to summarize data from 142 clients.  

Findings are generally positive.  Concerns of coercive treatment and escalating custody rates appear 

overstated.   

 

Jury Nullification: Dworkin’s Natural Law through the Foucautian Lens of Governmentality. How 

Natural Law is Really Just a Neoliberal State Objective. 

 

Melanie Murchison, MA Student, Carleton University 

 

In three controversial Canadian cases, juries chose to nullify the law and instead acquitted factually 

guilty defendants because they disagreed with the “letter” of the law. This process, known as jury 

nullification, illustrates the link to natural law, which believes that right answers can be achieved through 

extralegal means. Michel Foucault's governmentality approach exposes Dworkin‟s theory of natural law 

as a neoliberal construct, which purports freedom to achieve "right answers" by appealing to society's 

notion of morality. This paper will analyze all three cases (Morgentaller,Latimer and Krieger) using a 

governmentality framework to demonstrate how jury nullification through natural law, and Dworkin‟s 

“right answer” thesis is really a legitimating of governmental control which purports that juries have 

unencumbered freedoms, when in fact, they are just constrained in a new and different way, by natural 

law, and self-governance. This paper examines the natural law rationale(s) underpinning jury 

nullification to establish whether these justifications connect to trends in neoliberal governing strategies. 

My current hypothesis is that through neoliberalism, individual autonomy shifts the risk away from 

governments onto individuals and that Dworkin's "right answer" thesis, while useful is another example 

of individuals being forced to govern themselves, only this time it is inside the legal system through the 

jury. 

 

Rationalities of Rule, Technologies of Injustice 

 

Wade Deisman, University of Ottawa 

 

Recent work in criminological theory has suggested that, as neo-liberal societies advance, 'security' 

increasingly displaces 'justice' as the dominant aim and animating impulse underlying social 

organization. Indeed, according to Zedner (2007), when filtered through the prism of neo-liberal 

preoccupations, crime is not fundamentally about injustice anymore but rather is redefined as a matter of 

risk. In this context it is further claimed that we are witnessing the advent of a 'pre-crime' era wherein 

managing this risk through strategies of securitization becomes a perpetual project: actuaralism and 

prudentialism become the rule, and precautionary principles and pre-emptive logics become design 

principles that must be embedded in all aspects of life. Yet, while several theorists have linked the rise of 

such totalizing tendencies toward 'securitization' with neo-liberal logics and risk rationalities, the role 

played by technology in this broad process of social transformation remains largely under-theorized. 

Drawing upon Heidegger's notion that the essence of technology is nothing technological, I argue that we 

can better understand the processes whereby security has displaced justice by focusing on the role that 

technology playing in 'enframing' the field: defining problems as essentially technical in character and 

depriving them thereby of their social and political character. I argue further that when this ethos of 

framing 'couples-up' with the precautionary principle it produces an almost inexhaustible appetite for 

security.



 

Friday, May 13, 2011 

8:30-9:00 - Registration 

Session 2 

9:00- 10:15 – PREVENTION, ACTION AND HEALING: NON-PUNITIVE APPROACHES TO 

JUSTICE 

CHAIR:  Jane Lothian-Murray, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

Shifting From a Punitive Approach to a Preventative Approach to Justice 

John Hutton, Executive Director, John Howard Society of Manitoba 

Canada is virtually alone in moving rapidly towards a more punitive approach to justice at a time when 

other major practitioners – the United States and the United Kingdom are moving towards prevention.  I 

provide a quick overview of the two approaches and the dangers and costs of remaining with a punitive 

approach. I then explore what a preventative approach would look like at the community level in a local 

(Winnipeg) context.  The JHS new bail support and supervision program is a good example of a 

preventative approach in action. It is very unique and may be the only one of its kind in Canada.  I 

provide a brief description and talk about how it fits into the preventative paradigm.  A major problem 

with punitive approaches is that they are very rooted in dominate culture and have built in biases against 

those from Aboriginal and New Comer cultures.  On the other hand, preventative approaches to justice 

can easily be adapted, or created for diverse communities or groups of clients.  They focus more on the 

community and can be part of a restorative approach to justice and corrections.  I conclude with a few 

comments on how we can promote and support preventative approaches in our own community, as part of 

a shift away from punitive approaches which needs to happen here in Canada. 

 

ASSESSING THE EFFECTS OF THERAPEUTIC COMMUNITY CURRICULUM ON STAFF 

AND VOLUNTEERS IN A NEW THERAPEUTIC COMMUNITY: IMPLICATIONS FOR 

EDUCATORS IN ADDICTION SERVICES FOR HOMELESS PERSONS WITH CO-MORBID 

DISORDERS 

Dr. Michael G. Young, Justice Studies Department, School of Peace and Conflict Management, Royal 

Roads University, Victoria, B.C.  

This research examines the effects of Therapeutic Community Curriculum -- developed by the Center for 

Substance Abuse Treatment, U.S. Department of Health -- on training for staff and volunteers at a newly 

formed therapeutic community in western Canada.  The community was formed in July, 2009 and started 

accepting residents in April, 2010.  In autumn 2011, 13 participants completed 36 hours of curriculum, 

delivered on six Saturdays over a two-month period.  Participants were administered a shortened version 



of the Survey of Essential Elements Questionnaire (SEEQ) before and after participating in the training.  

As well, a focus group involving eight of the participants was conducted at the end of the training 

sessions in order to determine the impact of the curriculum on: (1) participant experience with training 

and TCC; (2) the mode of TCC delivery; and (3) the impact of training on participants‟ perceptions of 

their roles in the community.  The pre and post test scores on the SEEQ items were determined using 

paired sample T-tests.  The results show little variation between pre and post test, presumably because 

the SEEQ data are limited by a small sample size and positive participant bias toward the therapeutic 

community model.  However, the focus group data reveal significant insights regarding the strengths and 

weaknesses of TCC in this context.  Moreover, the results from the focus group highlight important 

implications for training in therapeutic communities, with or without the delivery of TCC. 

 

Reforming Juvenile Detention in the United States:  From a Punitive Measure to Helping Youth 

 

Courtney A. Waid, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice & Political Science, North 

Dakota State University 

 

After a youth is arrested, he or she may be released by the police to the care of his/her parent(s) or a 

capable guardian if it can be determined that the youth‟s return to court can be ensured. However, 

children without adequate supervision may be placed in secure detention facilities, which are similar to 

adult jails in physical structure and daily regime, or alternative detention settings, such as home 

detention or weekend reporting when such alternatives are available and deemed appropriate.  Each 

jurisdiction uses legal criteria to determine which youth should be detained in secure settings.  Although 

secure detention is a necessary entity in American juvenile justice, it is currently wrought with problems 

such as overcrowding, physical plant deterioration, and a lack of programming that detained youth may 

need.  Furthermore, many youth housed in secure detention facilities are of minority status, are in need of 

physical and mental health services, and can perhaps best be served by detention alternatives.  Yet, 

secure detention of youth continues to be heavily relied upon in juvenile justice systems across the United 

States, and this only serves to move juvenile justice away from its initial goal of rehabilitation.  While the 

secure detention of youth is a way to protect accused youth of harming themselves and members of the 

community, steps must be taken to ensure that youth have access to the best possible programming and 

alternatives when and where appropriate.  Such reform can aid juvenile justice in America in retaining its 

initial rehabilitative goal and function. 

 

 

Facilitating Community Dialogue and Action as an ‘Outsider’:  A ‘PATH’ to Confront Gangs in St. 

Kitts / Nevis 

Melanie Nimmo, Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg  

This presentation hi-lights the advantages of and challenges to facilitating community development as an 

„outsider.‟  While there are many similarities as to why youth join gangs, responses to gangs must be 

community dictated.   The researcher traveled to the West Indies to share insights learned from the gang 

situation in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  While it is revealing to elucidate gang lessons, and strategies for what 

has worked and what has not, I argue that it is of paramount importance to move from those lessons and 

generate dialogue through a PATH exercise that involves community members discussing their unique 



challenges, perspectives and solutions.  This presentation charts the strategy of a PATH exercise and 

concludes by drawing attention to some unique advantages of facilitating this exercise as an „outsider.‟  

 

10:15-10:30 - Break 

 

Session 3 

10:30-11:45 – RISK /NEED CONTSTRUCTIONS AND CLASSIFICATIONS IN CORRECTIONS 

CHAIR:  Dr. Michael Weinrath, Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

Expanding the Scope of Rehabilitation: Going beyond Clinical Contributions in Canadian 

Corrections 

Caitlyn Cassell, Honours Student, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

There has been a consistent rehabilitative focus within corrections over the past half century. However, 

restricted input from the fields of criminology and psychology has led to an over-reliance on clinical 

techniques within corrections. This over-reliance has impeded rehabilitative efforts, as well as incited 

resistance to and criticisms of the rehabilitative goals of the correctional system.  The current practice in 

Canadian corrections is based on Andrews and Bonta‟s psychology of criminal conduct (1998). This 

approach has evolved into what is known as the risk-need-responsivity (RNR) model. Critics of this model 

argue that it relies too heavily on assessment tools, effectively dehumanizing the rehabilitation process. 

Others have pointed out the tendency to place the onus on the offender to take responsibility for their own 

rehabilitation. However, the model does move away from a traditionally clinical approach, involving 

social and personality psychology theories. In doing so, this model accounts for biological, interpersonal, 

and social factors that previous methods failed to acknowledge. Recent literature discussing the concept 

of therapeutic jurisprudence has looked at the applicability the RNR model outside of corrections, 

viewing other agencies of the criminal justice system as therapeutic agents.  While there is room for 

improvement in the current correctional practices, the RNR model allows for input from a broader field 

of studies.  

 

Forgetting Feminism in the Risk Society 

 

Mandi Gray, Honours Student, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

This paper analyzes the impact of security classification upon Aboriginal women in Canadian federal 

prisons. Despite numerous attempts by Correctional Service Canada to incorporate culture and gender 

into their practices, these attempts have had little impact on the over-representation of Aboriginal women 

in the maximum-security classification. This failure is largely because these policy changes have assumed 

women prisoners to be a homogeneous group, despite research finding significant differences between 

Aboriginal and Caucasian women in terms of past history, offending and rehabilitative needs for 

successful re-integration. This analysis is intended to question current actuarial tools used that are 

developed based on a male population and further examines the movement towards a security 



management oriented institution. These tools are unable to accurately classify Aboriginal women 

resulting in significant over-classification in maximum-security units. The impact of the classification is 

that many female Aboriginal prisoners are unable participate in cultural and rehabilitative programming, 

they have limited access to counseling, they are less likely to be granted parole and are unable to apply to 

complete their sentence at Okimaw Ohci Healing Lodge. This paper argues that despite recent 

commitments for the development of a female oriented classification tool, Aboriginal women will continue 

to be over-classified and are unlikely to benefit from such reforms of classification tools because of the 

underlying principles that are used to develop actuarial based assessment tools.  

 

The Construction of Risk and Need in Community Classification Schemes 

 

Christina Reinke, Student, Conflict Resolution Studies, University of Winnipeg 

 

The risk-need-responsivity principle (RNR) has guided the development of community correctional 

programs in recent decades (Bonta et al, 2010). Although RNR principles are prevalent within offender 

classification schemes, Bonta (1997) has suggested that a more fully operational theoretical framework is 

needed in order to identify and target dynamic risk factors and criminogenic needs. However, some 

scholars suggest the underlying principles of risk and need are often conflated (Hannah-Moffat, 2005; 

Ward & Stewart, 2003). This paper posits that in the current, fourth generation of actuarial classification 

schemes, the idea of the 'risky' subject has evolved. This transformative risk subject legitimates the 

amalgamation risk and need by conflating dynamic risk factors and criminogenic needs (Hannah-Moffat, 

2005).  As such, offender needs are perceived as risk-laden and dangerous. To further investigate this 

argument, the origins and generational development of the ideology of risk are examined within a 

political and historical context. This historical analysis asserts that the fluidity of risk logic has enabled it 

to conform to various political and economic leanings within a community correctional schema. The way 

forward has been informed by several analyses. Borrowing from Ward and Stewart's (2003) Good Life 

Model (GLM), three critiques of the risk and need hybridization within the RNR framework are discussed. 

Following this, McNeill's (2009) work on the development of human social capital is employed in order to 

examine structural factors such as race, class and gender within correctional assessment and 

classification schema. 

 

 

 

11:45 – 1:00 - Lunch 

 

1:00 - 2:15 - KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 

DAN MACMULLIN, OPERATION FUTURE, ST. KITTS & NEVIS 

Mr. Dan MacMullin of St Kitts and Nevis, West Indies, former Canadian RCMP and Criminal defense 

lawyer, serves as our keynote speaker.   Mr. MacMullin is highly esteemed for his significant and untiring 

work combating gangs in the Caribbean.   Mr. MacMullin is a founding member of the Nevis Community 

Anti-Crime Initiative writes a weekly column in the Leeward Times and regularly speaks publicly to raise 

community and police awareness about gangs and community development.  Mr. MacMullin is an 



integral member of Operation Future, working with the community and appearing bi-weekly on the state 

television network.   

Mr. MacMullin comes to Winnipeg to share recent challenges and successful initiatives that he has 

fostered as the West Indies continue to address the growing problems of gangs and gun violence that 

threaten the sanctity of this popular Caribbean destination.  The Sister Islands of St. Kitts & Nevis rely 

heavily on tourism for economic survival and the urgency to deal with a new gang problem has attracted 

the attention of government officials, law enforcement, front line workers and community residents.  Mr. 

MacMullin has recently developed an ambitious and well researched holistic and preventative Plan of 

Action that charts future initiatives of Operation Future in the Federation. 

2:15-2:30 - Break 

Session 4  

2:30-3:45 – QUESTIONING JUSTICE IN TRUTH, RECONCILIATION AND TRANSITION 

 

What is the “justice” of transitional justice? Do conflict resolution mechanisms, such as truth 

commissions, offer a different, perhaps restorative, form of justice? Or do they make justice secondary to 

a host of other governmental concerns: peace, certainty, national identity formation, to name but a few? 

Moreover, what sort of work is performed by the term “reconciliation” in all of this? This session 

interrogates the notion of justice as it is applied (or implied) in the context of so-called transitional justice. 

The relationship between notions of truth, reconciliation, transition, and justice will be examined in light 

of case studies of truth commissions charged with the task of moving societies away from an unsavoury 

past.    

 

CHAIR / DISCUSSANT:    Dr. Andrew Woolford, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, 

University of Manitoba 

 

 

 Ethno Political Violence, Transitional Justice, and Peace Building in Kenya: ICC or TRC? 

 

Peter Karari, PhD Student in Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Manitoba 

 

One of the aftermaths of the end of the cold war‟s bi-polar power politics was the proliferation of 

intrastate conflicts around the world. Kenya, for instance, has been affected by protracted ethno political 

violence for the last two decades. However, it was after the disputed 2007 presidential elections that the 

violence nearly plunged Kenya into Genocide. While transitional justice is crucial in facilitating 

sustainable reconciliation and peace in Kenya, the choice of a workable and mutually acceptable 

transition method remains a highly contested issue. One of the popular contemporary means of bringing 

sustainable reconciliation and peace between perpetrators, victims and bystanders in the event of mass 

atrocities is the establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). However, in the event 

that a state fails to set up a local tribunal the International Criminal Court (ICC) bridges the gap by 

opening independent investigations of, indicting and possibly prosecuting those who bear the greatest 

responsibilities for mass atrocities. A motion to set up a Special Tribunal for Kenya (STK) was shot down 

by the parliament for fear that it will be compromised by lack of political will and weak institutional 

systems. This prompted the ICC to open investigations into post election violence in Kenya (PEVK), 

which led to the indictment of five senior politicians and one journalist. There is great fear that possible 

prosecution could change the Kenyan political landscape and especially the 2012 succession debate. 



Consequently senior power brokers are reconsidering the establishment of a Truth, Justice and 

Reconciliation Commission (TJRC) in a bid to spare the indicted six from prosecution. However, the 

majority of Kenyans feels that TJRC will not competently address impunity and sustainable 

reconciliation. They advocate for the ICC. This paper discusses this complexity and analyzes the impact 

and suitability of ICC and TRC as forms of transitional justice in Kenya. The paper concludes that while 

both the ICC and TRC are pivotal as forms of transitional justice neither is a panacea for peace. 

Consequently both forms of transitional justice should be used simultaneously to complement each other 

in a bid to facilitate sustainable reconciliation and peace building. 

 

Finding a Theory of Justice for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) 

 

Amanda Nelund, PhD Student, Department of Sociology, University of Manitoba 

 

The TRC has been tasked with at least beginning the process of reconciliation in Canada around the issue 

of Indian Residential Schools. Aboriginal authors have outlined some of the many arms that need to be 

addressed in order to move towards reconciliation. In order to be successful the TRC must be backed by a 

theory of justice that can conceptualize these harms as unjust. Jennifer Llewellyn offers her theory of 

relational restorative justice as just such a theory. Here I examine her theory, its inherent strengths and 

weaknesses and the degree to which it can support the different aspects of reconciliation. I conclude that 

while her theory may support some of the justice claims it does not allow for the structural claims that are 

being made. I argue instead that Nancy Fraser‟s tripartite theory of justice is a better theory to undergird 

the TRC‟s work.  

 

An Evaluation of the Design of Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada (TRC) through 

the Lens of Restorative Justice and the Theory of Recognition 

 

Konstantin Petoukhov, MA Student, Department of Sociology, University of Manitoba 

 

As one of the strategies to assimilate Aboriginal people into Euro-Canadian society, the Indian 

residential school system was established in the 19th century. Its main goal was to teach Aboriginal 

children English or French and to provide them with the necessary education in order for them to become 

self-sufficient, successful individuals. Many Aboriginal children encountered abuse, neglect and racism 

when attending residential schools. In 2006, Indian Residential School Settlement Agreement was created 

and consists of a government apology, monetary compensation payments, and the Indian Residential 

School TRC. Restorative justice may have the potential to address the abuse and neglect which occurred 

in residential schools. For example, restorative justice operates on principles of restoring respect and 

dignity of victims, empowering victims and listening to their stories and how wrongdoings have affected 

them, and establishing an accurate record of past harms. By way of truth-telling, restorative justice 

strives to overcome the denial of guilt and to provide the necessary recognition by restoring identities of 

the victims, and in this case - repairing the harm done to the identities of Aboriginal people. The goal of 

this presentation is to examine the extent to which principles of restorative justice have been built into the 

design of Canada's TRC. The presence of restorative justice elements in the TRC may serve as one of the 

early indicators of the TRC's success or failures in its long-term goals of healing of Aboriginal peoples, 

reconciliation of nations, and rebuilding relationships. 

 

Apologizing for Genocide: Theoretical Insights into the Canadian Indian Residential School System 

 

Evan Bowness, MA Student, Department of Sociology, University of Manitoba 

 

The Canadian Indian Residential School System (IRSS) caused irreparable suffering and continues to 

leave its impact intergenerationally. With the explicit intent of helping to reconcile the troubled 



relationship between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal residents of what is now called Canada, Prime 

Minster Stephen Harper formally apologized to survivors and Aboriginal communities for the „void‟ left 

by the schools. This paper concerns the nature of this „void,‟ particularly within the context that many 

have argued that the IRSS meets the criteria for genocide. Genocide has been referred to as an 

“essentially contested concept” – definitional debates within genocide scholarship illustrate the variety 

of competing interpretations and applications of the term. This paper reviews the two main tendencies in 

constructing the IRSS as genocidal, and highlights some of the problems with the respective positions. I 

then explore what Christopher Powell's; “relational conception of genocide” and Andrew Woolford‟s 

notion of; “ontological destruction” adds to this discussion; namely, that there are ways to see the 

residential schools as part of genocidal processes without succumbing to the essentializing problems that 

other conceptualizations of genocide run into. Understanding the „void‟ alluded to by Harper as genocide 

points to a larger question: What does it mean for the path towards „reconciliation‟ if the nature of the 

harm caused is misrepresented in this „apology‟?  

 

3:45 - 4:00 - Break 

Session 5 

4:00 - 5:15 – QUESTIONING PRACTICES OF JUSTICES PANEL 

CHAIR – Kelly Gorkoff, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

Prof Kelly Gorkoff  (Instructor University of Winnipeg, PhD ABD Carlton), Richard Jochelson 

(Associate Professor), Mark Doerksen (Honours student), and Hennadiy Kutsenko (Honours student), 

Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

Questioning Practices of Justices: Socio-legal Critiques of Sex Laws and Policy, and Criminal and 

Quasi-criminal Measures in Canada. 

Drawing on the theme of the last two conferences (theorizing and practicing justice, respectively), and 

placing it in the context of this third conference (questioning justice), this panel questions four separate 

practices of justice and confronts each of them with critical lenses. Professor Gorkoff explores the 

complex interrelationships between socio-political ideologies, claims-making activities, and the lived 

experience of youth who do sex work. Professor Jochelson undertakes a critical examination of Canada‟s 

obscenity and indecency laws and reveals them to be techniques of governmentality, indeterminate and 

precautionary in nature. Mark Doerksen applies a Foucualtian critique of the development of the law of 

peace bonds. Lastly, Hennadiy Kutsenko, explores the call for mandatory minimum sentencing, and 

places the movement in a disjunctive place in terms of the liberties Canada purports to constitutionally 

guarantee its populace. While each panelist brings their own critical voice to the discussion, what unites 

the panel is an attempt to theorize these practices of justice with an eye to problematizing the ideas of 

justice inherent in these practices. While some approaches that question measures meted out through the 

criminal justice system demonstrate a disconnect between sentencing principles and liberal values, other 

critical approaches simply attempt to unpack the way in which power relations are marshaled and 

organized in relation to the way Canadians orchestrate their lives (and have their lives orchestrated). In 

either case critical theorizing helps to evoke the inherent discord, irony and futility in certain practices of 

justice. The panelists channel this deconstructive spirit as they bring diverse perspectives to questioning 

justice. 



5:00 – 5:15 – Closing Remarks for Friday - Dr. Michael Weinrath, Professor and Chair, Department of 

Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg



 

Saturday, May 14, 2011 

8:45-9:00 - Registration 

Session 6 

9:00- 10:15 – EXPLORING AND CONFRONTING STREET GANGS 

CHAIR:  Melanie Nimmo, Assistant Professor, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

Defending the Streets, Defending the Nation:  A Comparison of Gang and Military Groups 

 

Joshua Walker, Honours Student, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

Defining what makes a gang has long been a problem in the area of criminal gang research. There are 

numerous definitions which change by geography, politics and the unique perspectives of researchers. 

This paper moves away from the fixation on definition, and works to expand the understanding of gangs 

by undertaking an inter-group comparison; comparing the gang and military groups using a thorough 

literature review, as well as employing social and psychosocial theory‟s, such as violentization, 

developmental  life stages, and hegemonic masculinity. By undertaking this comparison, the goal was to 

find common ground between the two groups, which could be used to help develop a greater 

understanding of gangs not as a definitional construct but as an organization, which has predictable and 

changeable behaviours as a result of the group context. The results of the comparison present a 

compelling initial sketch that demonstrates that gangs and militaries are highly comparable structures. 

 

Evaluation of the COHROU Intensive Supervision Program 

 

Mark Doerksen, Honours Student, and Dr. Michael Weinrath, Professor and Chair, Department of 

Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

Intensive supervision programs have a long history in the United States but have only recently become of 

interest in Canada.  Manitoba‟s Criminal Organization High Risk Offender Unit program combines 

traditional probation counseling and program placement with intensive probation supervision, and rapid 

police response in the event of non-compliance with probation conditions.  The program includes various 

offender streams including Random Assault, Sex Offenders, Domestic Violence and Gangs.  In addition to 

probation orders, offenders with conditional sentences or under section 810.1 recognizance‟s may be 

placed on the program.  Our quantitative retrospective study assesses ten years of program referrals, 

following up for violent, property, breach probation and other new convictions for a two year period 

following supervision.  Re-offense results are lower than anticipated, and suggest intensive supervision 

programs such as COHROU may provide a reasonable alternative to custody.  Future researchers may 

wish to investigate more qualitative aspects of COHROU operation to understand what features of the 

program contribute most to success. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Desisting from the Gang: First-hand Accounts of What Really Matters 

Caitlyn Cassell, Honours Student, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

The literature surrounding gangs is plentiful, yet within this field there is a notable dearth of research 

addressing desistance and exit strategies. The current research was conducted to address this gap in 

literature. Interviews were conducted with both current and ex-gang members in the city of Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, exploring their first-hand knowledge of exiting gangs. The individuals involved in this study 

were participating in the Gang Response and Suppression Plan program (G.R.A.S.P.) run by Adult 

Probation Services. Some individuals interviewed had already left their gang and had not returned, while 

others had left their gang in the past but had since rejoined or joined another gang. There were also 

individuals who had never left their gang but had knowledge of other gang members who had made this 

transition successfully. These interviews delve into individuals‟ knowledge of and experience with leaving 

a gang, considering possible familial and social factors that can facilitate this transition. Preliminary 

findings suggest that the decision to leave a gang is one that must be made autonomously. In addition, 

they stress the importance of employment as a facilitating factor in this process. 

 

 

10:15 – 10:30 - Break  

Session 7 

10:30 – 11:15  – POLICE, RACE AND INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 

CHAIR – Melanie Nimmo, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

 

Racism and Policing Aboriginal Communities  

Samiah Khan, M.A. Candidate, Legal Studies, Carleton University  

This paper examines the relationship between Aboriginal communities in Canada and the effects of racist 

policing. The justice system aims to establish social and legal impartiality amongst societies regardless of 

their race or ethnicity. The work accomplished by individuals devoted to social justice however, is often 

affected by personal judgments and their beliefs are often placed onto social groups due to both their 

race and ethnicity.  Consequently, practices such as racist policing are often the result when the 

individuals who can eradicate and fundamentally change such issues in fact encompass stereotypes and 

unfair presumptions themselves. Racism is often the primary cause of unjust treatment experienced by 

Aboriginal people in Canada. Thus, it is imperative to analyze police discretion and the stereotypes about 

Aboriginal people that contribute direct and systemic discrimination.  The paper also examines 

subsequent effects on the Aboriginal community, the increasing number of over-incarcerated Aboriginal 

and the role of governmental relations at both the federal and provincial levels.  The possible ways in 

which effective policing can be heightened and its relationship to race and ethnicity in the criminal 

justice system will be discussed. 



 

Policing Gangs: The Challenges and Solutions 

Quincy Berens, student, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

In the current criminal justice system there has been some initiative for responding to gangs. Gangs are a 

growing and strong trend that plague urban cities across North America. This paper looks at the 

challenges police are faced with when responding to gangs. The classic retributive approaches have not 

been highly successful in reacting to gangs and their members. The illusive concept of community 

policing has been a growing response however instituting it in an urban setting has proven to be difficult. 

Restorative policing is also featured in depth with the potential effects it has on contemporary policing. 

The intricate world where gangs and police exist is ever changing; this paper looks to understand them in 

today‟s context. 

 

Ten Years is Not Enough, It Takes a Generation:  An Analysis of the Indian Residential School 

Settlement Agreement (IRSSA) 

Kaila Johnston, Honours Student, Department of Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 

More than one hundred thousand Aboriginal children attended Indian Residential Schools (IRS) across a 

span of over one hundred and fifty years and while the number of former students is steadily decreasing 

the harmful effects of this policy continue to be felt by Aboriginals today. Colonial and assimilation 

practices have caused a rift in the relationship between Canada and it's Aboriginal peoples and without 

reconciliation initiatives this relationship will continue to deteriorate.  The Indian Residential School 

Settlement Agreement (IRSSA) is a class action agreement consisting of 5 components that attempt to 

establish a fair, comprehensive, and lasting resolution to the legacy of IRS. An analysis of the CEP, IAP, 

and TRC components of the IRSSA is important as they incorporate traditional and alternative justice 

practices allowing for reconciliation to occur based on varying concepts of justice. I will determine which 

facets of these components ascribe to either social or restorative justice theory and allow for the 

realization of justice to occur for IRS survivors. Based on this analysis the CEP and IAP belong to social 

justice theory with predominantly conservative concepts of justice while the TRC belongs to restorative 

justice theory and incorporates alternative concepts of justice.  By enabling a variety of concepts of 

justice to occur the IRRSA ensures continuing reconciliation efforts to take place between Canada and 

it‟s Aboriginal peoples. Ultimately, however, the IRSSA is merely a preparatory tool to equip Canadians 

for future work towards the ongoing process of reconciliation. 

 

11:45 – 12:00 – Conference Closing Remarks 


