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FINAL PROGRAM: PRACTICING JUSTICE MAY 13-15, 2010 
 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2010 
 
3:00-3:30 Welcoming Remarks 
 
Steven Kohm and Michael Weinrath (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
3:30 – 4:30: Justice in Practice: What Justice Practitioners Want from Research   
 
Chair: Michael Weinrath (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Gordon Schumacher (Policing, MB Justice) 
Trevor Markesteyn (Manitoba Corrections)  
Judge John Guy (Manitoba Drug Court)  
 
4:45 – 6:00: Legal Dimensions of Justice: Practice and Theory 
 
Chair:  Elizabeth Comack (Sociology, University of Manitoba) 
 
The Nunavut Court of Justice: Challenges and Achievements  
Scott Clark (Criminal Justice and Criminology, Ryerson University) 
 
The Nunavut Court of Justice, a superior court and the only single-level trial court in Canada, was established in 
April 1999, coincidental with the creation of Nunavut.  Since its inception, the Court’s general objectives have been: 
to provide substantive and procedural rights equivalent to those enjoyed elsewhere in Canada; to provide court-
based justice services in a fair and inclusive manner; and to provide an efficient and accessible court structure 
capable of responding to the unique needs of Nunavut.  The achievement of those goals is an ongoing process in 
light of the challenges inherent in providing justice in Nunavut.  This paper focuses on three aspects of the court’s 
administration of criminal justice, each of which bears on the objectives originally set out: the problem of delays and 
lengthy case processing times, including difficulties with circuits and the resulting rate of adjournments; the 
relatively high number and substantial length of custodial remands; and attempts to address the needs of Nunavut’s 
eighty-five percent Inuit population in ways that effectively accommodate Inuit culture and community dynamics.  
The paper argues that significant improvements have been made since 1999, but that inherent challenges continue to 
result in incomplete achievement of the court’s original objectives. 
 
Due Process as Disclaimer: A Critical Discussion of Drug Treatment Courts in Canada 
Melissa Cattini (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Drug treatment courts present a relatively recent innovation in the criminal justice system.  Using the theoretical 
framework of therapeutic jurisprudence, these initiatives have altered the traditional court structure in favour of an 
approach intended to address the specific needs of drug-involved offenders. Alterations to the way an individual is 
processed through the Canadian legal system may have grave implications for due process and the administration of 
justice. In this paper I undertake a critical exploration of drug treatment courts as rooted in the theoretical paradigm 
of therapeutic jurisprudence.  In that context, I will raise three due process-based objections to drug treatment courts.  
I begin by reviewing the legal history of the drug treatment courts in Canada.  In the second section, I will explain 
some of the foundational tenets of due process before undertaking my critical discussion. 
 
My analysis consists of three principle objections.  It is impossible to reconcile drug treatment courts with the 
procedural protections provided in the Charter.  Secondly, the calculus that justified DTCs in the American 
literature is largely inapplicable in the Canadian context. Thus, it may be the case the Canadian approach is rooted in 
improper fundamentals.  Thirdly, the role of the judge is fundamentally altered in the context of the drug courts.  I 
argue that this amounts to a loss of the institutional guardianship of due process, and constitutes a form of judicial 
activism.  Ultimately I conclude that we proceed with the future implementation of drug treatment courts in Canada 
with caution. 
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The Labaye Court: Constituting Faux Harm in Service of Indecency 
Richard Jochelson (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) and Kirsten Kramar (Sociology, University of 
Winnipeg) 
 
This paper traces the genealogy of the Supreme Court of Canada’s construction of “harm” in the 
obscenity/indecency context from Hicklin (1868) through Labaye (2005). The Canadian approach is concerned with 
functionalist normativity. Harm assemblages are risk-based, and concern the maintenance of social cohesion, 
organized in relation to the impact of obscenity/indecency on abstract legal subjects. The Court constitutes a ‘new’ 
harm test and delegates discretionary authority to the capillaries of power (police, administrative officials, and lower 
courts/tribunals). This new technology of harm denies recognition to sexual minorities and inscribes the 
public/private divide while propagating the nimble lie that Courts are required to rely on expert opinion evidence of 
harm. 
The Court claims to be concerned with the proper functioning of society, unafraid to delegate regulation in order to 
discipline those who threaten this functionalism. The value of equality, long considered a Canadian innovation in 
international obscenity law, is muted. 
 
Winnipeg’s Legal Help Centre  
Karen Dyck (Executive Director, Legal Help Centre),Vivian Hilder (Faculty of Law, University of Manitoba) and 
Margarita Pintin-Perez (Social Work, University of Manitoba) 
 
Those who study in the area of poverty and the law have observed the difficulties the poor and especially the 
working poor have in accessing proper legal representation.  While programs like Legal Aid purport to help the 
indigent and lower income groups, the working poor have particular problems qualifying under existing funding 
formulas.  Winnipeg’s proposed Legal Help Centre is part of a growing number of institutions across Canada that 
are intended to address this service gap.   This presentation describes the evolution of the Legal Help Centre and 
provides data from a recent needs assessment of community members illustrating the necessity for greater access to 
legal assistance.    
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FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2010 
 
8:30 – 9:30: Justice as Education: Academic and Professional Reflections 
 
Chair: Richard Jochelson (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Knowledge Production and Exchange, and the Practice of Progressive Justice: Rethinking the Progressive 
Discourses of Post Secondary Education  
Kelly Gorkoff (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Canada’s post secondary educational (PSE) policies have been variously reconstituted in different historical, 
political, and economic moments. PSE is generally conceived of as playing a functional or utilitarian role in modern 
society. Educational progressivism views universities and colleges as institutions that contribute to the realization of 
social progress by allowing students to develop their full human potential. Generally speaking there exists optimism 
that education, and its relationship to work, holds a particular promise for, and is an integral component of, social 
equality. Walters (2004) suggests that the impact of the new economy on ‘work’ has been great. He argues the 
reduction in manufacturing and the resulting restructuring of business and government is heavily focused on the 
production and distribution of knowledge. This has impacted the structure of PSE which has increasingly developed 
highly specialized and focused educational programs. Canada has witnessed an expansion of public and private 
investment in re-skilling, the development of ‘more relevant’ forms of PSE education, and initiatives aimed at 
‘lifelong learning.’ Various scholars critique this arguing that PSE is increasingly become an academic capitalist 
regime (Slaughter and Rhodes 2007), defined as the marketization and buisnefication of universities (Marginson 
1997), the exchange university (Chan and Fisher 2008) and the enterprise university (Marginson and Considine 
2000).  This paper explores what this supply side education means for progressive justice. Do the shifts in PSE 
curriculum, management, and regulation undermine or further progressive justice? Is knowledge a commodity 
exchanged for its market value or a road to social equality and broader senses of justice?  
 
Teaching Intelligence Analysis: Field vs. Academia 
Sandy Wilson, Vanessa Chopyk, and Angela Whyte (RCMP, Winnipeg MB) 
 
In response to growth in organized crime, transnational crime, and national security offences, policing strategies 
have evolved. The field of criminal intelligence has emerged to combat these increasingly sophisticated criminal 
activities. Criminal intelligence analysis is the foundation of intelligence in policing and the presenters have 23 
collective years of experience in the field. The presenters have developed and delivered numerous courses and 
lectures in criminal intelligence analysis to analysts, investigators, and managers in law enforcement. They have also 
created and conducted a “Criminal Intelligence Analysis” course in the Criminal Justice Department at the 
University of Winnipeg. This presentation examines the similarities, differences, and challenges associated with 
teaching intelligence analysis in the field and in academia. The relationship between the academic and practical 
world in terms of creating teaching material and best practices is also explored. Lastly, the benefits and challenges 
of team teaching in both environments are addressed.  
 
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Teaching Criminal Justice 
Seven Kohm (co-author Richard Jochelson) Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg 
 
Criminal Justice is a young and evolving academic program in Canada that has emerged in recent years from 
Criminology and Sociology.  While initially drawing heavily on the intellectual heritage of its parent departments, 
we argue that Criminal Justice must now move to differentiate itself by emphasizing its interdisciplinary character 
and drawing on a variety of perspectives in the social sciences and humanities.  This presentation offers some 
reflections on the development of a ‘justice’ perspective in the Criminal Justice program at the University of 
Winnipeg that seeks a middle ground between practical and academic sides of the discipline.   
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9:45 – 11:00: Representing Justice in Media and Popular Culture  
 
Chair: Andrew Woolford (Sociology, University of Manitoba) 
 
Domestic Violence among Immigrant Women in Canada 
Wendy Aujla (Sociology, University of Alberta) 
 
Canada is home to many immigrants who decide to leave their home country for better opportunities. Although 
immigrants contribute to Canada in many ways, they experience stereotyping and negative attention when the issue 
of domestic violence is raised within the immigrant community. Domestic violence is a growing concern in Canada 
because immigrant women’s abuse situation in many ways is very different from most other women. Anecdotal 
evidence suggests that immigrant women fail to report abusive situations because of fear or deportation, language 
barriers, and cultural concerns.  
This investigation focuses on the role of the media, specifically examining the barriers immigrant women face in 
reporting abuse, the media’s propensity to report extreme cases, cultural biases, patriarchy, and stereotypes about the 
immigrant community. The goal of this present study is to recognize how newspaper media frame domestic violence 
as experienced among the immigrant community in Canada. A total of 127 newspaper articles are used to 
demonstrate how the media portray domestic violence. It is important to examine how the media blatantly or subtly 
frames stories pertaining to domestic violence as it has a significant influence on the opinions held by citizens.  
 
Little Red Riding Hood Crime Films: Critical Variat ions on Criminal Themes 
Pauline Greenhill (Women and Gender Studies, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Over the past century, crime films have reflected and at times countered conventional and professional wisdom 
about crime’s causes and appropriate societal reactions to criminal transgression.  Since the 1990s, Western crime 
films reflect not only changing cinematic styles but also hardening political discourses around individual criminal 
responsibility, and growing public fear of random violence and predatory strangers.  The narrative structure and 
imagery of “Little Red Riding Hood” trenchantly encapsulates these trends.  The tale conventionally warns about the 
timeless dangers of predatory violence and the monsters (animals) lurking to prey on the innocent and the weak.  
But in a neo-liberal era characterized by retreating and downsized state agencies of social welfare and security, it 
can also be cast as a lesson in self-reliance and the necessity for private action to forestall crime.  The familiar story 
provides a convenient cultural referent to elucidate social, political and criminological shifts around issues of crime 
and crime control at the end of the twentieth century. 
Films we examine include Freeway (Dir. Matthew Bright, 1996), The Wolves of Kromer (Dir. Will Gould, 1998), 
Promenons-nous dans les bois/Deep in the Woods (Dir. Lionel Delplanque, 2000), Little Erin Merryweather (Dir. 
David Morwick, 2003), Red Riding Hood (Dir. Giacomo Cimini, 2003), The Woodsman (Dir. Nicole Kassell, 2003), 
and Hard Candy (Dir. David Slade, 2005).  All explore the unfolding of crimes, their investigation, and/or their 
consequences.  They consider institutional and societal reactions to crime and transgression, including criminal 
trials, incarceration, parole, and vigilantism.      
 
Cinematic Street Law      
Suzanne Bouclin (DCL Candidate, McGill University)  
 
In my research I develop what I call cinematic legal metaphors through which we can grapple with the governance 
by and of people who are street–involved.  In this talk, I deploy the shot / reverse shot (S/R) cinematic construction 
to conceptualize some of the competing discursive formations that constitute what I call ‘street law’.  Rather than 
thinking about street law as an entity which is guided and limited by structures that exists outside of the street-
involved community, street law is taken here to develop as an on-going and open-ended process and the 
relationships that occur between negotiating and interacting legal subjects.   Nevertheless, for heuristic purposes, I 
reinforce a fiction that there is a point of view of the street community that exists independently of it: the shot, in my 
S/R structure.  However, instead of looking to the formal legal instantiations for the ‘external’ point of view, the 
perspective that is ‘different than’ the street community’s in my work emerges from cinematic depictions of people 
who are street-involved and their interactions with their constituents. The reverse-shot stands in for the depictions 
and descriptions of street law circulated by those individuals who cope most with its exigencies and the ways in 
which they  attempt to re-appropriate and redefine street law in response to its  formal instantiations.  For my 
purposes, the reverse shot is a useful metaphor for illuminating the ways in which the street community returns the 
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gaze on institutional actors and reconfigures externally imposed laws.   I discuss two different approaches to 
counter-surveillance: those which respond to centralized, all-knowing, all seeing oppressive structures; and those 
that engage with the reality of increasingly complex, dynamic, mundane, embodied and multi-layered patterns of 
surveillant practices that destabilize the distinction between subjects and objects of the ‘gaze.’  From this latter 
perspective, I hold up the work of HomelessNation.  While recasting the gaze on formal and explicit practices, 
policies, and institutional actors and furthering the goals of critical counter-surveillance, HomelessNation performs 
something that is more akin to a tracking shot than the conventional S / R.  The tracking shot invites an  
understanding of street-involved people as participants in street law not simply as responding to its exigencies (in 
counter-shot), but as its subjects. I conclude that rather than simply enacting judgement of policies, practices and 
individual actors who further entrenched social inequities, HomelessNation emerges as a mediator, fostering 
dialogue and negotiation among the street community in ways that challenge the boundary between those who are 
street-involved and their real / imagined others. 
 
11:15 – 12:15: Youth and Justice 
 
Chair: Melanie Nimmo (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Photovoice: Using pictures to empower youth in a northern community. 
Teresa Chernecki (Research Associate, Victoria General Hospital), Kevin Lamoureux (Education, University of 
Winnipeg), Natalia Ilyniak (Research Assistant) 
 
WASAC North, a program offered by the Winnipeg Aboriginal Sport Achievement Centre, is an initiative designed 
to provide youth in northern communities with opportunities for sport, recreation, and positive peer-mentoring. 
Shamattawa, one of the communities partnered with WASAC North, is committed to combating its' currently 
disproportionate rates of youth violence, unemployment, and suicide. WASAC North is contributing to those efforts 
through programming and support in order to prevent future self harming or delinquent behaviours. 
 
In order to assess the changes that the programs are having on the youth and their community, evaluations will be 
conducted. In the past, evaluations of community programs have often lead to a rift between the evaluators and the 
groups which they are evaluating, which may lead to misunderstanding and feelings of mistrust. In order to increase 
efficiency and interaction while conducting research in communities an inclusive approach to evaluation must be 
accepted and enacted. The use of participatory action research (PAR) methodologies enables participants to play a 
primary role in the research.  
 
Photovoice is a form of PAR methods which empowers participants by giving them a ‘voice’ through photos, 
allowing researcher to view a perspective into the lives of the youth from Shamattawa which could not be seen in 
any other manner. The photos help create a dialogue between the youth and researchers, allowing researchers to see 
from the eyes of the youth the changes happening in their community.  
 
The Efficacy of Current Programming for FASD Youth Incarcerated in Manitoba: Exploring the Perceptions 
of Service Providers  
Carmen Edwards (Justice Studies, University of Regina) 
 
The relationship between youth crime and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) has been the subject of 
increased attention and debate in North America.  Among youth aged twelve and older living with the disorder, 
there is a 60% risk of their being charged and/or convicted of a criminal offence (Chartrand & Forbes-Chilibeck, 
2003).  Incidence rates in 2002 revealed that nearly 50% of youth offenders in Manitoba were living with FASD 
(Leischner, 2002).  Existing research has shown that with targeted cognitive intervention, youth can disengage from 
involvement with the criminal justice system (Kanter & Streissguth, 1997).  However, although numerous programs 
focused towards FASD youth offenders have began to appear on the correctional landscape, some have yielded more 
positive outcomes than others.  This study examines the effectiveness of current programming initiatives in place for 
FASD youth incarcerated in Manitoba, where the disorder is a pressing social and economic problem.  A series of 
semi-structured interviews will be used to display the perceptions of service providers regarding the efficacy of 
existing correctional programs for this client group.  It is expected that this study will offer new insight for policy 
makers and program providers in order to improve services for fetal alcohol effected youth offenders.    
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Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) Among Youth :  A Plan for Assessment in North Dakota   
Courtney A. Waid (Department of Criminal Justice and Political Science, North Dakota State University) 
 
In the United States, juvenile justice systems are experiencing Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC).  The 
general concern is that racial disproportionality exists at all stages of the juvenile justice process (i.e., arrest, petition 
to court, and disposition).  In some jurisdictions, DMC is especially problematic.  Currently, all states that receive 
federal funding from the United States Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP) for juvenile justice programming are required to identify sources of DMC and develop multiple 
intervention strategies, including not only delinquency prevention efforts, but provide recommended system 
improvement efforts at all points in the juvenile justice process to ensure equal treatment of all youth entering the 
juvenile justice system.  The purpose of the present paper is to outline the key issues surrounding DMC that have 
been identified by OJJDP and present an assessment plan of DMC in the state of North Dakota.  Specific to the 
North Dakota assessment, short and long term goals for the project will be addressed. 
 
 

12:15 – 1:15: Lunch Provided in Room 2M70 
 
 
1:15 – 2:15: Keynote Address: Professor John P. Crank 
 
Dr. John P. Crank is a Professor in the Department of Criminal Justice, University of Nebraska, Omaha. 
His areas of expertise include organizational culture and structure, focusing on the police and on parole and 
probation; and in the areas of criminal justice theory and counter-terrorism.  
He received the "Outstanding Book Award" in 2004 from the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences for his book, 
Imagining Justice. 
 
2:30 – 3:30: Economic Dimensions of Justice: Theory and Practice 
 
Chair: Judith Harris (Urban and Inner City Studies, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Economic Models in the Context of Heroin Substitution Programs  
Sabrina Heyde (Faculty of Law, Queen's University) 
 
Despite widespread disapproval of harm reduction strategies, and heroin substitution programs in particular, 
evidence from the Vancouver and Swiss trials both indicate that these public health measures are positively 
correlated with a decrease in the incidence of drug use and high treatment retention rates, as well as a reduction in 
crime and an increase in employment rates.  
This paper examines the predictions of two widely accepted economic theories in the context of these harm 
reduction programs: the rational choice theory and the behavioural economic theory and explains how neither 
economic model can account for the empirical findings of the heroin substitution trials on its own. Rather, the 
observed trends are more thoroughly explained through a consideration of both rational choice theory and 
behavioural economic theory.  
While predictions of the rational choice theory are consistent with empirical findings that peripheral societal costs 
associated with illicit drug use generally decrease in response to heroin substitution programs, it fails to account for 
other trends associated with illicit drug use. Behavioural economics thus helps to explain the other empirical data 
that have emerged from studies of heroin substitution programs.  Therefore, a complete economics theory of 
addiction requires some acknowledgement that both of these theories of economics are valid and operate together.  
Finally, as heroin substitution takes place among persons already addicted to illicit drugs, one limitation of this 
analysis is its inability to be directly applied to the issue of legalization. 
 
A Fair and Just Price: A Consideration of the Politics of Rate Setting in the Payday Loan Industry 
Olena Kobzar (Centre of Criminology, University of Toronto) 
 
The idea of a fair and just price is something that once occupied the moral imagination. With the triumph of the 
market economy this concept has been almost entirely eclipsed by the supposedly value neutral vocabulary of 
supply, demand, marginal costs, etc. But there remain vestigial attachments to older conceptions of a just price in a 
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variety of economic settings—attachments which point to remnants of a moral economy. One such arena where the 
idea of a just price continues to be debated is in public utility commissions charged with setting rates in industries 
where natural monopolies prevail. When these commissions are mandated to determine rates for industries operating 
in a morally questionable terrain, the problem of determining a just price becomes an even more complex venture. In 
my paper I propose to examine this contested idea of a just price in the context of a concrete decision-making 
assignment—the recent experience of the Manitoba Utilities Board in trying to establish a rate structure for the 
payday loan industry, and the subsequent challenge to that exercise in the provincial courts. 
 
Two-tier Banking and Improving Financial Services for Low-income People and Communities 
Jerry Buckland (International Development Studies, Menno Simons College at University of Winnipeg) 
 
This presentation considers some of the ways that mainstream banks – meaning banks and credit unions– in Canada 
could more effectively address the financial service needs of low-income people and communities. The presentation 
begins with a discussion of some of the disadvantages of ‘two-tier’ banking where fringe banks –such as cheque-
cashers, pawnshops and payday lenders– are more densely concentrated in poorer neighborhoods and mainstream 
banks are more densely concentrated in richer areas. It then draws on results from field research to identify five 
factors –access, fees, rules, services, and the shopping experience– that could be used by mainstream banks do foster 
financial inclusion.  
 
3:45 to 4:45 Gangs and Justice 
  
Chair: Shannon Sampert (Politics, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Why Girls Join Gangs: Examining the Perceptions of Female Gang Members 
Ashley-Dawn Zallack (Justice Studies, University of Regina) 
 
In 2002, the Government of Canada estimated that there were approximately 434 youth gangs with over 7000 
members in Canada; young women accounted for a total of 6% of that number. Recently, it has been estimated that 
9-12% of gang members in British Columbia, Manitoba and Saskatchewan are females (National Crime Prevention 
Centre: Public Safety Canada, 2007).  However, estimates by researchers in the United States have indicated that 
between 20% and 46% of membership in gangs is female (Bjerregaard & Smith, 1993; Campbell, 1984; Esbensen & 
Winfree, 1998).  Gang research literature has been dominated by androcentric theories on why individuals join, 
remain in, and/or leave the gang life.  Feminist criminological literature has begun to explore girls in gangs 
(Bjerregaard & Smith, 1993; Campbell, 1984; Joe & Chesney-Lind, 1995; Miller 2001; Moore 1991).  This study 
will explore the reasons why girls in Manitoba join gangs.  Data will be gathered through semi-structured interviews 
with self-identified girls who are, or have been, involved in gangs.  This thesis will give voice to and provide new 
insights about female gang members and assist in the development and/or improvement of prevention programs 
aimed at specific risk factors for girls joining gangs.   
 
Getting Out:  Exploring Gang Desistance 
Melanie Nimmo (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Despite growing concern over street gang violence and criminal involvement, we have yet to explore desistance 
from the gang.  Academics have generated a wealth of information about why individuals join gangs and their 
activities in gang.  Also, we have increasingly started to investigate desistance, quitting crime generally.  This paper 
situates the experience of Aboriginal gang members specifically.  With less than a handful of studies exploring gang 
desistance, we are left with two main sources of information:  redressing what needs are met by ‘the gang, 
extrapolating from that inquiry potential pro-social avenues to meet those needs; and drawing from general 
desistance literature that may inform desistance processes embraced by former gang members.  This paper 
concludes by connecting some of these themes and pointing to areas in need of better understanding.  While gang 
prevention must remain a priority, this paper argues that, of equal importance, we must help facilitate gang 
desistance by listening to and assisting those who want to get out.   
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Female Involvement in Gangs: Exploring the Interconnections Between Gender, Race and Class 
Christina Reinke (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
This paper argues for the necessity of analyzing female involvement in gangs through a gendered, raced, and classed 
lens. Particular attention is given to the current nature of female gang involvement within Canada. The intersection 
of gender, race and class are located within a theoretical framework which integrates feminist theory with a 
dynamic, non-linear systems approach. This approach emphasizes the reciprocal effects of micro and macro level 
systems of patriarchy that often serve to typify the female gang member's experience. The lens of gender is utilized 
to examine how and why female criminality has historically been characterized and/or minimized. How these 
gendered perspectives have evolved, or been maintained, within the current theoretical discourses on female 
criminality are also noted. The lens of race is primarily implemented to outline connections between macro and 
micro level marginalization and the prevalence of gang-involved Aboriginal women and girls in Canada. Further, 
the gendered roles and functions that women and girls serve within the gang are detailed, underscoring the dynamic 
connections between victimization and criminalization. Strategies for addressing female gang involvement at both 
the macro and micro levels are located within a dynamical systems approach. 
 
 
5:00 – 6:00: Just Methods: Decolonizing and Indigenizing Research Methodologies 
 
Chair: Chris Powell (Sociology, University of Manitoba) 
 
Listening to Indigenous Scholars, Decolonizing Methodologies, From Roots to Leaves 
Sheryl Peters (University of Winnipeg and York University) 
 
Why do research? What should research do? Who can do research on whom? And how? Whose ideas about the 
nature of existence and the production of knowledge are furthered in the research process? Who benefits politically 
and economically as a result of research? These questions implicate research in social justice struggles. Critical 
scholarship by Indigenous scholars, anti-racist scholars, and feminists, among others, demonstrates that conventional 
western research is colonial, racist, and patriarchal, making ‘research’ “probably one of the dirtiest words in the 
Indigenous vocabulary” (Smith 1999:1). However, a growing body of work expresses the hope that decolonized and 
Indigenized methodologies will contribute to Indigenous revitalization and self-determination, and to social justice 
in the relationships between Indigenous peoples and newcomers. 
 
Telling an Old Story in a New Way: Observations of Research Methodologies in the Development of First 
Nations Quality of Life Indicators 
Keely Ten Fingers (Aboriginal Governance, University of Winnipeg) 
 
My Master’s research critically examines mainstream and First Nations indicators of well-being of First Nations in 
Canada.  My methodology is deeply informed by my experience of living in and maneuvering between two different 
worlds – Lakota and Western (North America).  The theoretical underpinnings of my research, in process 
(methodology and methods) and substance (thesis) are essentially Indigenous and culturally-rooted, and thereby 
challenge Western, foreign-based frameworks. Based on previous work in this area, it is expected that my research 
will demonstrate that Indigenous research frameworks support and result in the development of more accurate and 
meaningful measures of well-being than mainstream frameworks. 
 
Acknowledging My Knowledge 
Colleen McIvor (Aboriginal Governance, University of Winnipeg) 
 
My Master’s research project considers the leadership roles of women in my community. It will apply the seven 
teachings, the Gaige Inakomige (the eternal natural laws) and the ancient teaching of Onjine or Onjinewin (when 
eternal law is abused and the reaction from the Creator’s laws from these actions). When the settlers came and asked 
to speak to the leaders, the women came to the fore. The settlers came from a patriarchal society so they wanted to 
speak to the men, which created the situation where the Indigenous men took on a role that did not belong just to 
them. Creator watches and presents onjine on the entire community, a communal onjine. Onjine will exist until the 
wrongs are balanced or made right within the community. My research will examine if the ancient teaching has been 
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applied to the community and the ways in which women at Long Plain are coming full circle to decision-making and 
leadership positions in the present day.  
 
Gonàowoò – Tåîchô  Self Determination 
Jennifer Keith (Aboriginal Governance, University of Winnipeg)   
 
My talk discusses my current Master’s research exploring the ways that the Taicho, a Dene nation of the NWT, have 
defined their self-determination and have identified opportunities and limitations for its expression to occur through 
the implementation of the Taicho Agreement, a modern-day treaty between the Government of Canada and Taicho 
Nation. The Taicho want to find ways of implementing their agreement that will protect and promote Taicho 
language, culture, and way of life. I discuss how studying the Taicho language used in governance allows for an 
understanding of traditional governance practices and contributes to their revitalization 
 
 
6:15: Reception: Sponsored by the Criminal Justice Department 
 
Join us for drinks, snacks, and conversation at the University of Winnipeg Faculty Club, located on the 4th floor of 
Wesley Hall. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2010 
 
8:30 – 9:45: Challenging the Rituals of Retributive Justice  
 
Chair: Michael Weinrath (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Rituals of Retribution: From the Traditional to the  Contemporary 
Paul Redekop (Conflict Resolution Studies, Menno Simons College at University of Winnipeg) 
 
Durkheim saw public rituals of punishment as acts of emphatic denunciation that provided a focus for the outrage 
and righteous indignation of the moral community.  Foucault saw the public execution as an ‘act of terror’ inflicted 
on the body of the criminal, to be replaced by a “gentler” treatment of the soul of the offender as well as the body, 
made possible by the penal system.  It will be argued first of all that public execution was abolished, , not for 
humanitarian reasons, but because these public degradation ceremonies could no longer be counted on to induce the 
desired combination of indignation and awe, as audiences became more sophisticated and therefore capable of 
questioning the process, and even of sympathizing with the persons being executed.  Secondly, it will be 
demonstrated that public execution has now been replaced by the contemporary revenge drama, represented by the 
“Dirty Harry” movies and others that enact contemporary rituals of punishment to arouse these emotions of outrage, 
indignation and fear, while controlling for the possibility of any alternative perspectives that would undermine these 
kinds of reactions. 
 
Redefining Justice 
Colleen Pawlychka (Sociology, University of Manitoba) 
 
One of the primary methods employed by the contemporary restorative justice movement in an attempt to broaden 
its appeal and acceptance is film.  This paper examines the presentation of restorative justice values and practices in 
training, educational and informational film.  The framing of these values and practices is critical because continued 
growth and acceptance of this movement depends on the presentation of this new paradigm to potential participants, 
funders, stakeholders, politicians and the general public, particularly within the dominant culture of punishment and 
retribution.  Eleven films were selected and examined through qualitative analysis based on Snow & Benford’s 
frame alignment tasks and processes.  Through these tasks and processes, the films create links with others who 
share grievances, clarify movement values and beliefs, highlight salient interests of potential participants, and 
redefine taken for granted terms such as justice, tough on crime and accountability.  Finally, this paper explores 
whether these techniques broaden the appeal of contemporary restorative justice or whether, as some critics claim, 
they contribute to the diluting of its values and the inability to practice restorative justice effectively.   
 
A Groping Distraction: Pedophiles, Moral Panics and Risk in Canada 
Tristan Dreilich (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
This paper explores the history and development of the moral panic literature and its contemporary iterations.  Using 
the concept of the moral panic as a starting point, I depict the interrelations between risk and pedophiles. Through 
Haggerty’s concept of precaution, I attempt to reconcile the proposed divergence between risk and panic.  Via a case 
study, Peter Whitmore, I investigate the current context of pedophilia in Canada.  Phillip Jenkins’ application of the 
moral panic framework to pedophiles will work to flesh out my argument and provide some historical context.  
Ultimately, I evaluate some of the social conditions that lead to the creation of the pedophile as a folk-devil and their 
implications for society at large. 
 
The Ritual of Capital Punishment 
 Mark A. Davidson (Law and Society, Wilfrid Laurier University)  
 
The combination of conservative ideology, an increasingly repressive political discourse, and a Federal government 
comprised of politicians who support capital punishment, has created an environment in which the chances of the 
reinstatement of capital punishment are increasing.  Politicians will likely call a referendum on capital punishment 
following the commission of a brutal act of violence, and the debate will be charged with esoteric notions of evil 
infecting an otherwise pristine social body. Those of us who oppose the penalty will likely respond with rational 
arguments about the inefficacy of capital punishment to quell violence, and attempt to meet a discourse of a 
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metaphysical evil with the discourse of scientific criminology. Our position can only be strengthened by 
understanding the psycho-social aspects of support for the death penalty. In what way does the metaphysical 
discourse of evil fit with the mind's design? Do current means of executing convicts draw upon religious 
iconography? Is capital punishment a rational legal response to a rights violation, or a spiritual practice that appears 
to benefit both the killers and the killed? And is there a connection between the death penalty and ancient forms of 
human sacrifice which sought to satisfy the urge for violence by banishing violence to proscribed arenas, thus 
maintaining social stability? 
 
10:00 – 11:00: Justice in the Context of Domestic Violence 
 
Chair: Jane Murray (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Controversies around Mandatory Arrest and Court Specialization: Issues of Race and Gender 
Dr. E. Jane Ursel and Dr. Cheryl Fraehlich (RESOLVE Manitoba, University of Manitoba) 
 
Over the past two decades, a number of justice initiatives have been developed in Canada in an attempt to better 
respond to victims of intimate partner violence (IPV), the majority of which are women. These initiatives have 
included the development of mandatory arrest policies and the introduction of specialized courts to process IPV 
cases. Such developments are sometimes criticized for having a disproportionate and/or unintentional impact on 
marginalized groups. Using data from the Winnipeg Family Violence Court for the six year period from 1999 to 
2005, this paper explores the impact of mandatory charging policies and court specialization in terms of the 
controversies surrounding race and gender. Specifically, cases involving female arrests and cases involving 
Aboriginal accused are examined and incident characteristics, court outcomes and sentencing are described 
 
Domestic Violence and Immigrant Women’s Access to Services in Edmonton, Alberta  
Wendy Aujla (Sociology, University of Alberta) 
 
Domestic violence is a growing concern in Canada and this is especially true for immigrant women who face 
barriers of language, race, and/or class. Some immigrant women often struggle to cope with the abusive situation in 
Canada because they lack knowledge of shelters and other resources available to them (Jiwani, 2002; Shirwadkar 
2004). 
This study examines to what extent local Edmonton shelters or organizations are accessible to immigrant women 
and how people in the field understand the strengths and challenges of accessibility. Four in-depth interviews with a 
front-line worker, program coordinator, and two executive directors from three different organizations are analyzed. 
Participants disclose their experiences and impressions as individuals who have worked in the field. A textual 
analysis approach of the three organizations’ websites is used to determine what messages are portrayed about the 
services offered to provide support to immigrant women who may or may not speak English. Four key themes 
emerge from this study: knowledge of immigrant women’s needs, working together, programs and services, and 
accessibility. This research contributes to the development of support programs by identifying how shelters are and 
are not accessible. 
 
Child Witnesses to Domestic Violence: Repression, Revictimization and Resiliency   
Melanie Murchison (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
This paper provides a comprehensive literature review on the subject of children witnessing abuse in their home, 
particularly domestic violence in Canada. The Canadian Incidence Study of Child Abuse and Neglect (CISCAN) 
declared in 2003 that children witnessing abuse in their homes in Canada have experienced a form of child abuse. In 
that year 28% of child welfare investigations included exposure to domestic violence as the form of abuse. Child 
witnessing is an extremely new and relevant topic as only seven years have passed since it was included as a 
category of child abuse in Canada. Due to this redefinition, data collection is still in its preliminary stages on this 
significant form of child abuse and it is critical that more research be conducted on this subject. This paper will 
explore the impacts and effects of witnessing domestic abuse and determine why some children who witness abuse 
have an ability to be resilient while in others psychological and emotional issues are created using social learning 
theory as a framework. Particular attention will be paid to the study of whether or not the abuse of young men 
contributes to the cycle of abuse, thus making these individuals prone to become abusers later in life. 
Project funded by the Lorraine Letremouille Fellowship. 
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11:15 – 12:15: Justice in a Neo-liberal Context 
 
Chair: Kelly Gorkoff (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Beheading Aboard a Greyhound Bus: Psychopolitics and Neoliberal In/Securitization 
Heidi Rimke (Sociology, University of Winnipeg)  
 
The paper provides a critical theoretical framework for analyzing the multiple and contradictory expert and popular 
discourses framing the beheading and cannibalization of Tim McLean that occurred on a Greyhound bus bound for 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, July 29, 2008. The case study examines the political technologies of neoliberalism by focusing 
on two main themes: 1) psychopolitics, or the entrenched psychocentrism, characteristic of a culture dominated by 
psy discourses that simultaneously depoliticize the political while capitalizing on the emotional; and, 2) the post-911 
explosion of the security industry/apparatus. Situated within that context, the paper outlines the role of dangerization 
and victimization discourses productive of modern insecurities used to legitimate increasing social control measures 
while paradoxically eroding civil liberties. 
 
Governing Mentally Ill Inmates Through Auricular Ac upuncture: A Question of Justice 
Janna Young (Criminal Justice, University of Winnipeg) 
 
Utilizing a Foucauldian analysis of “governmentality” as an analytical framework, the purpose of this paper is to 
“understand the historical conditions of existence upon which contemporary practices depend, particularly those that 
seem most puzzling and unsettling” (Garland, 2001, pg. 2). The case study used as an example of a contemporary 
crime control practice is the performance of auricular acupuncture on mentally ill inmates in correctional settings. It 
is argued here that this practice is indicative of a neo-liberal governmental rationality because of the 
responsibilization of the participating inmates and the construction of them as active agents of self-change. The 
approach taken to analyze and problematize this contemporary criminal justice practice employed in this paper 
parallels the approach used by Foucault; genealogy. By facilitating an understanding of the historical, political, and 
social forces that participated in the emergence and maintenance of present-day practices, a genealogical account 
uses crime control history to understand the present. In addition to contextualizing the emergence of the practice of 
auricular acupuncture in institutional settings, the practice is also problematized for aligning with the broader 
political ethos of neo-liberal rationalities of governance. Lastly, a critique of the approach and implications for 
broader conceptions of justice are also included. In sum, it is argued that the governmental rationalities and 
technologies of governance exemplified in the practice of auricular acupuncture on mentally ill inmate populations 
represent a paradigm shift within substance of and justification for the governance of criminal justice.  

 
12:15 – 1:15: Lunch Provided in Room 2M70 

 
 
1:30 – 2:30: Practicing Justice: Student Mooting Competition   
 
Chief Justice of the Province of Axworthia: Richard Jochelson 
 
Sponsored by Bueti Wasyliw & Associates 
$200 Prize. 


